Home Colonisation.
have among us, as we all know, a large number of unemployed men and women, who, by reason of poverty, are liable to drift into either the pauper or the dangerous classes, to the manifest loss and possible danger of the State. Some of these would rather beg or sin than work, and the Home Colonisation Society does not propose to deal with these. But the case of those who, willing to work and competent to fulfil some branch of useful labour, are, for lack of employment, liable to be forced to beg or steal, is different, and it is worth while to do something to save them from coming to such a pass.
The specific usually recommended is emigration ; and a very good remedy it is, but it has one great disadvantage, which is now being severely felt in the districts where emigration has been most encouraged?namely, that the strong go away, and the weak are left behind. Emigration means, in the long run, exporting men, and often it is the flower of our manhood?those who can "make their way The scheme, in brief, is this: The Home Colonisation Society will purchase an estate containing 500 acres at a price not exceeding ?10 an acre. This tract of land will be chosen rather on account of its fertility than because it is near a railway, a question which has hitherto been very important in the choice of farms, but will now be inoperative, because the colonists themselves will consume the greater part of what the colony produces. Necessary tools and agricultural stock must then be purchased, and matrons and foremen of departments engaged. The first work must of course consist of the building of houses, which would include, not only cottages, but a central building containing kitchen, diningroom, reading-room, recreation-room, and lecture-hall; for the colony is not meant to be a mere chance collection of isolated individuals, but a community in the real sense of that much-abused word.
Most of the cooking, the three meals a day which Mr. Mills considers necessary for every man and woman, will be cooked in the general kitchen and served in the public dining-room ; but the women of the society will be allowed, if they prefer it, to prepare the evening meal in. The colony will be modelled on those communities which formed the first settlements in New England. Each band that set out had its baker, tailor, and shoemaker, its representative of all those handicrafts which are essential to the welfare of a community, as well as agriculturists. Each of these works for all the others, giving the result of one kind of labour and receiving that of another; in this way the t colony will be self-contained, not being obliged to go outside its own bounds to obtain the necessaries of life. No worker will need to compete in the open market for the sale of his produce in order to gain money which he will expend in buying the produce of his neighbours. The interchange of work will be direct, and the profit of the go-between, which now causes the large difference between the price paid to the worker and the price paid by the purchaser, would be done away with.
The law, inevitable in a civilisation like ours, of the division of labour, will be strictly adhered to. Each man and woman will do just what he or she has been trained to do ; but the difference will lie in their not having t o go far afield seeking for a market?to find which is often a more difficult task than to produce the work. This is evidenced by the fact that most manufacturing firms pay their travellers more ?sometimes three or four times as much?as they do their workers and managers. When the market is secured, the labour problem is more than half solved.
The intention is that all clothing should be made by the women of the colony, to whom also would be assigned all cooking and fruit-preserving, all washing and house-cleaning, and most of the clerical work. There would thus be afforded a loophole of escape from starvation for those women who now crowd the labour market in 'such numbers that their mere presence lowers the rate of wages to a point which makes those who have work but little better off than those who have none.
How important this is for the welfare, not merely of the women themselves, but of the whole community, it is almost impossible to say. Starving women are a danger to the State as real, if not as obvious, as starving men ; and on this point we cannot do better than quote Mr. Mill's words : " Although they do not meet in organised bodies and menace the peace of our cities as do the men, yet they suffer more keenly than men from low wages, lack of food, and lack of work ; and they endure temptations when they are half-fed and ill-housed, the bitterness of which men seldom attempt to realise."
The colonists are to give five hours' work daily to the society, for which they are to receive no payment in money, but instead, a rent-free house, three good meals daily, a suit of clothes every year, education for their children?100 children are to be among the first colonists, the remainder consisting of married couples and unmarried able-bodied men and women in reasonable proportions?an allotment of land, consisting at first of one-third of an acre, and lessons in the arts of bee-keeping, mushroom culture, basket and mat making, and handicrafts like these.
Why is this done ? Honey and mushrooms cannot be included among those necessaries of life which are all the Society promises its colonists. No ; but it does not expect them to be content with mere necessaries: it will not try to cultivate in them that, contentment which is fatal to progress. And as five hours' work a-day is less than an ablebodied man or woman can accomplish, the colonists will be encouraged to undertake in their off-time such additional work as will bring them in money to buy the little luxuries of life. In this way individual industry and energy will tell.
Those who do the most extra work will be the best off in this community, as in all others ; but none who are willing to do their five hours' work daily need fear hunger or cold. This is all the Society undertakes to do ; but it will encourage all individual efforts to gain more than this, and especially to have the desired advantages provided as well as consumed by the colonists. One thing is wanted besides money, one thing is equally essential with it?a man who will manage the colony in no hireling spirit, but give himself heart and soul to its welfare ; a man whom all will obey because they know his rule to be just and wise. Even long-established republics need a president; young states and small states flourish best under the salutary despotism of a wise dictator. If such a man ia forthcoming we do not doubt that Home Colonisation will succeed, and will do much to prevent that expatriation of our goodliest men, which is more a matter for regret than the fact that we have colonies to receive them is a matter for thankfulness.
Ruskin shows himself no vain theoriser, but a true philosopher, and perhaps the wisest political economist of our day, when he says : " There is no wealth but life?life, including all its powers of love, of joy, and of admiration. That country is richest which nourishes the greatest number of noble and happy human beings." For such wealth, and not wealth of coal and iron, nor of stocks and shares, let us strive, if we would have our country the Merrie England of the olden times.
